Postmodern Novel and History (DAS)

Study Program Graduate Studies — Ph. D. Program

Course Postmodern Novel and History

Structure of the course 2 + 2 (research work)

Year DAS, Second Year

Semester 4

Credits ECTS 6

Professor Prof.dr Katarina Meli¢

Goals Mastering the basics of fiction and history within the postmodern

historical novel and recognizing its features, ie. the discourse of the
novel and the discourse of history; recognizing the place and
significance of history in the postmodern novel.

Outcome After completing the course the student is: able to master the main
characteristics of postmodern historical novel, able to master
various concepts in the analysis of postmodern historical novel
(autofiction, metafiction, intertextuality, historiographical
metafiction, postmemory), able to interpret narrative aspects of
history and historical aspects of the novel.

Description The postmodern age calls into question our assumptions about
what historical knowledge establishes. In some works of
contemporary writers, a critical re-examination of History and its
writing is performed, i.e. notation as well as its subsequent
rewriting in literature. y getting acquainted with narrative theories
of history, students are presented with narrative and fictional
aspects of historical texts, historical potentials of novels, erasing
and preserving the boundaries between historiography and fiction.
Within this course, which deals with the issue of the discourse of
the novel and the discourse of history, erasing and preserving the
boundaries between historiography and fiction, as well as the
inclusion of History and its writing in fiction. Attention will also be
paid to the study of concepts such as : memory, oblivion, memory,
places of memory, postmemory, autofiction. Literature and
testimony. Holocaust Literature.

Strategies of the historical postmodern novel: irony, parody,
pastiche, intertextuality, metatextuality. Special attention will be
paid to the place and inclusion of women in the writing of history as
subjects who were left out and / or forgotten. The corpus of
authors includes the following authors: Milan Kundera, Patrick
Modiano, Claude Simon, Assia Djebar, Maryse Condé, W.G. Sebald,
Danilo Kis, Julian Barnes, Jorge Semprun, Georges Perec, Primo Levi
and others.

Practical classes: interpretation of a theoretical article,
interpretation of a postmodern historiographical novel of your
choice, compulsory reading of two novels of the choice of students.

Evaluation Participation 20p., dissertation 40 p., final written exam 40 p.
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